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Text:  Ephesians 5
Pastor Larry Murrell
July 10, 2011

Things They Should Have Told Us…

1. A great marriage will be full of trouble

“Are you married?  Stay married.  Are you unmarried?  Don’t get married.  But there’s certainly no sin in getting married, whether you’re a virgin or not.  All I am saying is that when you marry, you take on additional stress in an already stressful time, and I want to spare you if possible.”
                      1 Corinthians 7:27-28 (MSG)

2. You can’t fall in love; you can fall in emotion

“Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil, but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”
						         1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (TNIV)

The Key to a Fulfilling Marriage:  Mutual Submission

1. Submission is not…

· One-sided
· Inferiority
· Blind obedience

2. Submission is putting the needs and interests of someone else above your own

Some Practical Advice…

1. It’s all about the little things

2. Clearly state your expectations

3. Understand the “Marriage Cycle”

Joy Disillusionment Misery Understanding Mature Love
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